
The Challenge of Anwar Yusuf Turani Against the Chinese Occupation of His Homeland 

 

His Activism in the U.S. and Abroad for the Plight of His Nation 

 

  

As the first Uyghur asylee from occupied East Turkistan under the rule of Communist China, 

Turani started East Turkistan independence movement in the Unites States as soon as he 

secured his sanctuary in the U.S. Turani shared the culture and music of the Uyghur people 

with American public by organizing many awareness days about East Turkistan and its people 

while he was studying English, International Relations, and Central Eurasian History at 

American Language Academy in Berkeley, California, San Francisco State University and 

Indiana University in Bloomington, respectively. 

 

  

A scene of Turani and his family members (his parents who just came from East Turkistan and 

his newly born son Turkel) after sharing the culture and music of Uyghurs people with 

American public at University of California in Berkeley, 1992. 



 

 

Sharing the culture of the Uyghur people in East Turkistan by giving musical performance at 

the Middle East Institute in Washington, DC. Fall, 1996. 

 



  

While he was a graduate student at Indiana University in Bloomington, Indiana, Turani held a 

demonstration against the Chinee occupation of East Turkistan with his four fellow 

countrymen in front of the Chinese Consulate in Chicago, Illinois on May 25, 1995. 

 

 

Turani and his colleague Kamil Abbas share the culture and music of the Uyghur people of 

East Turkistan at Columbia University in NY. October 1994. 

 



In 1996 Turani set up East 

Turkistan National Freedom 

Center, a professional political 

organization which promotes 

independence for his 

homeland East Turkistan, in 

Washington, D.C. with the 

support of his several 

likeminded East Turkistani 

patriots which include Husain 

Qari Islami, Abdulqadir 

Ahmad Turkistani, Abdul 

Qadir Ibrahim Haji, and Dr. 

Abdulaziz Turkistani who live 

in Saudi Arabia.  

 

 



 



 

In 2005 East Turkistan National Freedom Center has been converted into non-profit political 

organization. 



Mr. Turani leases an office 

next to the U.S. Supreme 

Court located as 110 

Maryland Avenue NE, Suite 

210, Washington, D.C. 20002, 

and served as the President of 

the National Center for about 

ten years. 

 

 

 

The East Turkistani Uyghur patriots who supported Mr. Turani’s independence movement in 

the United States. Left: Hussain Qari Islami, Mohammad Qasim Emin, Abdulqadir Ahmad, 

and Abdulqadir Ibrahim. 1992, Istanbul, Turkey. 



  

A scene of a meeting about to start an East Turkistan Independence Movement in the United 

States. From left: Hussain Qari Islami, John McKeon, Abdulaziz Turkistani, and Abdulqadir 

Ahmad Turkistani. 1995, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. 

  

A scenery followed up a meeting at the office of East Turkistan National Freedom Center in 

Mclean, Virginia. Summer, 1998. Anwar Yusuf Turani, Hussain Qari Islami, Abdulaziz 

Turkistani, and Abdulqadir Ahmad Turkistani. 

 

Demonstration and the U.S. Legislative Activities 

 



Since he established his 

organization, he organized 

numerous protests against the 

Chinese occupation of his 

homeland in various part of the 

United States, particularly in 

Washington, DC, wrote 

newsletters, press releases, and 

letters that generated news 

coverage and national and 

international publicity on the 

plight the Uyghurs and other 

Turkic people of East 

Turkistan.  

 

As a response to the Chinese 

massacre in Gulja on February 

5, 1997, Mr. Turani gathered 

along with his fellow 

countrymen in front of the U.S. 

Capitol Building to ask the US 

government to take action 

against the Chinese suppression 

in the Gulja prefecture of 

occupied East Turkistan.     

 



 

 



 

Turani speaks at a gathering in front of US Congress Building organized by the Taiwanese 

American who advocates independence for Taiwan in summer, 1998. 

 

Turani also briefed State 

Department officials, members of 

Congress, national and international 

dignitaries, and various 

organizations and media outlets, 

providing them with accurate and 

timely information about China’s 

gross human rights violations in 

occupied East Turkistan.  

 

Mr. Turani Meets with Michael H. Vandusen, the 

Chief of Staff, Committee on Foreign Affairs, US 

House of Representative about the Chinese human 

rights violation in occupied East Turkistan in 

Summer, 1995 in Washington, DC. 
 

Congressional concern for the Chinese occupation of East Turkistan and the oppression of its 

Uyghurs and other Turkic Muslim people continued to grow. East Turkistan National Freedom 



Center expanded its work with members of Congress and their staff, providing detailed 

information and urging the U.S. government to act on behalf of the oppressed people of occupied 

East Turkistan. 

 

  

Above right: Mr. Turani briefing Paul Behrends, Senior Legislative Assistant of Congressman 

Dana Rohrabacher on January 6, 1996. Washington, DC. USA. 

 

  

Turani briefed the situation to Mike Pauley, 

Staff of Congressman Christopher Smith in 

May 1996. 

Turani holds his regular meeting with Al 

Santoli, Staff of Congressman Dan 

Rohrabacher in May 1996. 



 

 

On February 24, 1997, Congressman Dana Rohrabacher, Gerald Solomon and Dan Burton wrote 

to Congressman Christopher Cox in his capacity as chairman of the Republican Policy 



Committee, urging action on the East Turkistan issue. On May 15, 1997, Congressman 

Rohrabacher circulated the following “Dear Colleague” letter to all members of the House of 

Representatives, focusing on the plight of the oppressed people of East Turkistan. 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Turani met with Congressman 

Rohrabacher and his staff on regular 

bases and got his full support in his 

struggle against Communist Chinese 

occupation of his homeland. Turani 

provided him and other members of 

Congress timely credible information 

concerning the situation of his homeland 

which includes a newly smuggled out 

video tape about the crackdown of a 

peaceful religious activity in Khotan by 

the Chinese authority.  

 

The following year East Turkistan was added to the US International Freedom Act as it is shown 

on the page-8 of the below resolution.  

 



 

 

 



Also, as a talented mater 

musician and singer, Mr. 

Turani has educated the 

American public and 

international community 

about culture of his nation 

by giving many 

performances in the U.S. 

and other parts of the word. 

Mr. Turani and his 

colleagues represent Uyghur 

people at the International 

Silk Road Festival in 

Washington, D.C. summer, 

2002. 

 

 

  

  

Turani and his Ensemble shares the culture of 

Uyghur people. Salt Lake City, Utah. 2003. 

Turani his Ensemble in Brigham Young 

University Salt Lake City, Utah. 2003. 

 



Also, as a talented educator, Turani taught physics at secondary level (10th-12th Graders) at 

various public schools in Washington, D.C. area between from 2000 to 2020.   

 

 



 



  

 

Mr. Turani conducted extensive research on politics and history of his homeland after he came to 

the U.S. and has written and published many books and papers about East Turkistan which 

include “East Turkistan: History, Geography, Current Political Situation, and the future of East 

Turkistan.” And shared them with international community through internet and social media.   

 

March For Independence 

 

East Turkistan National Freedom Center works closely with the Allied Committee of East 

Turkistan, Tibet, Taiwan, and Inner Mongolia. This affiliation led the Freedom Center 

representatives to join the peace march in spring of 1996 from Washington, DC to New York 

commemorating the 1959 Tibetan uprising against Chinese rule. At the invitation of International 

Campaign for Tibet, Anwar Yusuf Turani spoke both opening event and outsit the Chinese 

Embassy and the arrival celebration in front of the United Nations.   

 

Below: The East Turkistani Uyghurs who took part in the peace march from Washington, DC 

to New York under the guidance of Dalai Lama’s Elder brother Thuptin Norbu and Anwar 

Yusuf Turani, the President of East Turkistan National Freedom Center in Washington, DC. 

 

  



 

A scence of the daily participants of the long 

march. Right: Turani, Adhamjan Zakir, Torem 

Pasha, Dilshat Abdulqadir, Qayyum Kamal, 

Gulzighra Abdushukur (Turani’s wife) and her 

two sons (Turkel and Oghuz), and Hebibullah 

Osman. 

Anwar Yusuf Turani, the president of East 

Turkistan National Freedom Center, Qayyum 

Kamal, Thuptin Norbu (Dalai Lama’s elder 

brother), the Head of Tibetan Independence 

Movement, Dilshal Abdulqadir, Abdulhikim 

Jan, Hebibullah Osman. 

  

From right: Nurmohammed Mijit, Anwar 

Yusuf Turani, Qayum Kamal, Hebibullah 

Osman, and Dilshat Abdulqadir. 

Arrival of the participats of the long march 

from Washington, DC to New York under the 

leadership of Anwar Anwar Yusuf. 

  

On behalf of the oppressed people of East Turkistan, Anwar Yusuf Turani delivers his speech 

upon his arrival to the United Nation. June 14, 1996, New York. 

 



  

Mr. Turani cuts out a star which illegally represents his homeland on the Chinse flag as a 

symbolic gesture of yearning freedom and independence along with other representatives of 

occupied territories of Tibet, Inner Mongolia, and Manchuria in front of the United Nation on 

June 14, 1996, New York. 



 

Dr. Thuptin Norbu, the elder brother of His Holiness Dalai Lama and Head of the Tibetan 

Independence Movement in the U.S. cuts one of the small stars on behalf of Tibet. 

 



  

Erkhtemtsel Borjigin, the President of Inner 

Mongolian People’s Party spoke and cut out 

another small star for Southern Mongolia 

followed up by the Manchurian 

representative. 

Peter Chang from World United for Formosa 

Independence read his speech and cut out the 

last small star, since Manchurians have been 

totally absorbed by the PRC. 

 

 

In the aftermath of the event the representatives brought the stars along with their own national 

flags to the UN headquarters in New York. 

 



  

They also attempted to present the flag – minus the small stars – to China’s UN mission in 

New York, but no one answered the door. They left the flag and walked away. They returned a 

few minutes later to discover that the flag had been taken inside the mission. 

 

 

Mr. Turani and his colleagues meets with 

Tibetan leader His Holiness Dalai Lama 

to talk about their mutual interest and 

strategies against the Chinese occupation 

of their homeland on July 25, 1996, 

Bloomington, Indiana. 

 

 

Mr. Turani addres the situation of East Turkistan 

in front of the United Nations in 1997 followed 

by a long march from Washington, DC to New 

York for the freedom and independence of his 

homeland East Turkistan under the occupation of 

Communist China.  

 



Anwar Yusuf Turani and his collegues Ayshe Tunjeroglu (journalist), Hizirbeg Gayretulla and 

Nasibullah Turkel speaks at the conference Fatih Jami on East Turkistan in New York City on 

December 20, 1997. 

 

  

Left to right: Hizirbeg Gayretullah, President of East Turkistan Exiled Community Association 

in Istanbul and the New York Representative of East Turkistan National Freedom Center. 

Brooklyn, New York. December 20, 1997. 

 

The Los Angeles Conference 

 

Anwar Yusuf Turani attends the “Independence Conference” organized by Taiwan Independence 

on June 27, 1997 in Los Angeles.  



 

  

 

Mr. Turani reads his statement against the Chinese occupation of his homeland East Turkistan 

and his support of the independence of Taiwan, Tibet,and Inner Mongolia, in front of the 

Chinese Consulate in Los Angeles, June 27, 1997 followed up by statements of the 

representatives of Tibet and Taiwan. 

 



Joining the Capitol Hill Panel Against the Chinese Occupation of East Turkistan 

  

During the panel Mr. 

Turani also address the 

cause of freedom and 

independence of his 

homeland East 

Turkistan. 

Anwar Yusuf Turani joined Dr. Jose Ramos-Horta, 1996 Nobel 

Peace Prize Winner, and others for a round table discussion on 

October 30, 1997, at the Hart Senate Office Building in 

Washington, DC. Turani answered the questions asked by 

international media during the discussion of “Taiwan, US, and the 

International Community.” 

 

 

The Taiwan Trip 

 

Anwar Yusuf Turani, President of East Turkistan National Freedom Center (ETNFC) in 

Washington, DC) was invited to Taipei to take a part in an international conference on “Human 

Rights, Self-determination and Independence” in February 1998 in Taiwan by World Federation 

of Taiwanese Association in Maryland, USA. Mr. Turani accepted the invitation and went to 

Taiwan. Below is the invitation letter and the summary of the event and Tura’s role in it.  



 



 

 



Welcome Banquet for the Representatives of 

Independent Movement of East Turkistan, 

Tibet, and Inner Mongolia.  

Left: Anwar Yusuf Turani (President of 

ETNFC), Katie Murphy, Dr. James J. Lee, 

Thupten Norbu (Dalai Lama’s brother: 

Representative of Tibet), Erkin Aliptekin 

(activist), and Johnghar Bache 

(Representative of Inner Mongolia). | 

February 26, 1998, Taipei. 

 

  

Mr. Turani, the President of East Turkistan 

National Freedom Center meets with Mr. Liu 

Sung-pan, the President of Legislative Yuan 

of the Parliament of the Republic of China 

about their mutual cause of freedom and 

independence against Communist China. | 

February 26, 1998. Taipei, Taiwan. 

 

 

Right: Anwar Yusuf Turani (President of 

East Turkistan National Freedom Center, 

Erkin Alip Tekin (another Representative of 

East Turkistan), Johnghar Bache 

(Representative of Inner Mongolia), Liu 

Sung-pan (President of Legislative Yuan of 

Republic of Taiwan) and Dr. Thupten Norbu 

(Dalai Lama’s brother). February 26, 1998. | 

Taipei, Taiwan.  

 

 

 

 

 



Mr. Turani meets 

with Chen Shui-bian, 

the mayor Taipei City 

and the future 

president of Taiwan 

in Taipei on February 

26, 1998 to talk about 

the past and future 

relationship between 

independent East 

Turkistan and 

Taiwan.   

 

 

 

Dr. James Lee (President of World Federation of Taiwanese Associations), Tashi 

Jamyangling, Home Secretary of the Tibetan Government in exile, Anwar Yusuf Turani 

(President of East Turkistan National Freedom Center) Erkin Alip Tekin (another 

representative of East Turkistan), Thupten Jigme Norbu (Dalai Lama’s brother and President 

of Independence for Tibet) along with his wife and son, Johnghar Bache (Representative of 



Inner Mongolia) and their followers meets with Mr. Chen-Shui-Bian (Mayor of Taipei and the 

future President of Taiwan) about their mutual cause of freedom and independence against 

Communist China. Taipei, February 26, 1998. 

 

 

  

The delegation including Mr. Turani express 

their support for Taiwan independence to the 

members of the Democratic Progressive Party 

of Taiwan. | February 26, 1998, Taipei. 

Mr. Turani talks about the cause of the 

freedom and independence of occupied East 

Turkistan under the rule of Communist China 

to media. | February 26, 1998, Taipei. 

 

Displaying the national flag of his homeland, Turani shares the cause of freedom and 

independence of East Turkistan with media. | Taipei, February 27, 1997. 

 



 

 

 



With the support of the representatives of Tibet, Inner Mongolia, and Taiwan Mr. Turani 

displays the national flag of his homeland East Turkistan under the occupation of Communist 

China. | Parliament of the Republic of Taiwan. February 26, 1998. Taipei, Taiwan. 

 

  

Mr. Turani sings the national anthem of his homeland East Turkistan with the support of his 

colleague Arkin Alip Tekin at the Banquet for Human Rights, Self-determination and 

Independence. | February 27, 1998. Kaohsiung, Taiwan. 

 

  

Other sceneries from Kaohsiung City Banquet. | February 27, 1998, Taiwan. 

 

At the end of the conference the representatives of East Turkistan, Tibet, Inner Mongolia, and 

Taiwan declares the below joint statement about their common cause of freedom and 

independence against Communist China. 



 

 



 

 



 

Mr. Turani, Hussain Qari Islami, and others gathered in London to protest the Chinese 

occupation of East Turkistan in Spring, 1998. 



 

Turani address the Chinese coercive birth control policy in occupied East Turkistan at the US 

Family Research Council in Washington, DC. November 11, 2000. 

Turani and his colleagues represent Uyghur people at the International Silk Road Festival in 

Washington, D.C. summer, 2002. 

Mr. Turani meets with U.S. President 

Clinton in Washington, DC on June 4, 1999 

about the cause of freedom and 

independence of his occupied homeland East 

Turkistan. Left: President Clinton, Anwar 

Yusuf Turani, the President of East 

Turkistan National Freedom Center, and 

Nick Rahall, a member of Congress (the 

representative of West Virginia). 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

An East Turkistani delegation which 

includes Mr. Turani and his parents and 

Sidiq Haji Rozi, the husband of Rabiya 

Kadeer meets with U.S. Senator Paul D. 

Wellstone in Washington, DC in May 2001 

to address the Chinese human rights 

violation in occupied East Turkistan. 

During the meeting they also asked the 

Senator Wellston to raise issue of Rabiya 

Kadeer who has been imprisoned by China 

over the past couple years.  

 



 

 



Division Among the East Turkistani Community and Establishment of East Turkistan 

Government in Exile by Anwar Yusuf Turani in Washington, DC. 

 

 

 

Totally disappointed about the decision of advocating autonomy instead of independence for 

East Turkistan taken by World Uyghur Congress (WUC) at the end conference at Marriot Hotel 

in Washington, DC, in Spring, 2004, Turani invites all the participants of the conferences 

including Arkin Alip Tekin, the President of WUC and Seyitim Tumturk, the another high 

ranking official of WUC to his home in Virginia to discuss the urgency of setting up a 

government in exile for the sake of the people of East Turkistan who have been yearning for 

freedom and independence for their homeland. But Turani’s request was rejected by the mass 

majority of the delegation including Arkin Alip Tekin for various not well-founded reasons 

which does not make any sense at all for Mr. Turani who had already determined to set up a 

government in exile. As a result, followed up by the three days conference organized by World 

Uyghur Congress in Washington, DC in Spring, 2004, East Turkistani Uyghur activists were 

divided into two groups between those who advocate independence and those who advocate 

autonomy for their homeland East Turkistan. As the spearhead of the independence movement in 

the United States in the last 16 years, Anwar Yusuf Turani established East Turkistan 

Government in Exile which promotes nothing but independence for their homeland East 

Turkistan, after six months of non-stop worldwide campaign, with support of the representatives 

of the likeminded East Turkistani organizations in the world on September 14, 2004 in 

Washington, DC.   

 



  

Anwar Yusuf Turani, the founder and the Prime Minister Elect talks about the historical 

significance of the formation of the East Turkistan Government in Exile at Annandale 

Regional Library in Fairfax, Virginia on September 13, 2004 followed up a photo session by 

the members of the government in exile. 

 

  

As the newly elected Prime Minister of the 

government in exile, Turani announces the 

formation of East Turkistan Government in 

Exile on September 14, 2004 in the U.S. 

Congress Building, Washington, DC. 

Prime Minister Anwar Yusuf Turani and his 

followers posed for picture followed up by 

the announcement of the government in exile 

in front of the U.S. Congress Building on 

September 14, 2004. 



 

 

  

The government officials of the newly 

established government in exile gathered in 

Washington Hotel next to White House on 

November 21, 2004 to review the constitution 

prepared by Anwar Yusuf Turani, the founder 

of the government in exile. 

The newly elected government officials of 

East Turkistan Government in Exile are 

taking oath under the guidance of Prime 

Minister Anwar Yusuf Turani at Lafayette 

Park in front of the White House on 

November 22, 2004. Washington, DC. 

 



  

Mr. Turani responds questions of a journalist 

in Washington, D.C. on November 22, 2004. 

Mr. Turani gives press conference at National 

Press Club in Washington, D.C. on November 

22, 2004. 

 

Mr. Turani speaks to American public 

with the support his family members, 

Gulzighre Abdushukur (Turani’s wife) 

and his children Oghuz, Aydin, and 

Ephar at a gathering organized by 

Taiwan Independence Association. In 

his speech Turani tells the story of 

Chinese occupation of his homeland 

and its gross human rights violation 

against the people of East Turkistan. 

June 4, 2006.  Lafayette Park, 

Washington, DC. 

 

 

East Turkistan Awareness Days in Washington DC Areas 

 

East Turkistan Awareness Day Was Held by East Turkistan National Freedom Center under 

the leadership of Anwar Yusuf Turani at Chantilly Regional Library in Fairfax, Virginia, in 

Summer, 2015. More than a dozen of well-known Islamic scholars, public figures, and activist 

pledges to support the cause of occupied East Turkistan during the event lasted from 10 AM to 

4 PM. 



    

   

   

   

   



   

   

Turani Holds An East Turkistan Awareness Day With His Family Members In Washington, 

DC Mall About The Chinese Genocide In Occupied East Turkistan On July 4, 2018 

   

Sharing the cause of East Turkistan with public figures and Islamic scholars 

  

Mr. Turani shares the story of his homeland 

East Turkistan under the rule of China with 

Sheikh Nouman Ali Khan at Baltimore 

Convention Center. Spring, 2014. 

Mr. Turani discusses the situation in his 

homeland with Sheikh Omer Suleiman during 

a protest against the Chinese genocide in East 

Turkistan. Washington, DC. Fall, 2018. 



Sharing the cause of East Turkistan with American publics and friends  

 

 Mr. Turani and Selharis (American Islamic Scholar). Virginia, Fall, 2019 

Turani’s Activism in Istanbul and Ankara about the cause of East Turkistan 

  

Anwar Yusuf Turani and his supporters gatheres at Daril Ziyafe Coutyard of Suleymania 

Mosque in Istanbul to talk about the Chinese repression in occupied East  Turkistan, Summer, 

2016. 

Turani and his supporters gatheres in Ankara to commamerate the 15th Anniversary of the 

Establishment of East Turkistan Government in Exile. September 14, 2019.  



 

  

  

  



Turani discuss the situation with his supporters in Istanbul. Fall, 2019. 

 

Government officials of East Turkistan Government in Exile takes part in the commomeration 

of the Novemenber 29 Independence Day of Republic of Turkey. 

Turani gets together with East Turkistani Uyghur public figures and religious scholars in 

Istanbul, Turkey. 



 

Turani and his family member with East Turkistani public figure Abdulqadir Yapchan. 

Istanbul, 2016. 



 

Turani meets with religious scholar Ali Agbar Damullam and his colleagues Tewekkul Obul. 

Istanbul, 2019. 



 

Turani talks with Rabiya Kadeer about the situation in their homeland East Turkistan. The 

Head Quarter of East Turkistan Government in Exile in Washington, DC. Fall, 2020. 



 

Turani talks with his colleagues Bahrettin Uzbek and Bilal Ibrahim Turkistani about the 

situation in their homeland East Turkistan. The Head Quarter of East Turkistan Government in 

Exile in Washington, DC. Spring, 2021. 

Turani protests the Chinese genocide in occupied East Turkistan with his countrymen in 

Washington, DC areas. 2018. 

  

 



Turani and his colleague Bilal Ibrahim 

Turkistani. Freedom Palaza, Washington, DC. 

summer, 2018. 

Turani and his daughter Ayin Anwar with 

Sheikh Omer Suleiman and other two fellow 

East Turkistani Uyghurs. 

 

Anwar Yusuf Turani, the president of East Turkistan Government in Exile addresses the 

obstacles facing his nation towards the national independence movement of East Turkistan. 

Washongton, U.S.A.  November 21, 2020. 

 



 



Anwar Yusuf Turani, the President of East Turkistan Government in Exile. Fall, 2020, 

Washington, DC, USA. 
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